I. STRING FAMILY
A string instrument  makes sound by vibrating the strings on it. There are many types of stringed instruments. 
1) the violin family

The violin is a small, stringed instrument played with a bow- which is usually made of horse hair. When the bow is drawn across the strings it creates a vibration. You can select what vibration the bow makes by choosing the note on the fingerboard. It is tuned with a peg. The viola is a very similar instrument aside from some small differences. The viola is slightly larger, and is tuned to C, G, D, and A, instead of the violin's G, D, A (440 Hz), and E. The cello is a stringed instrument that is played on the bass clef and is much bigger than the violin, and it is played differently also. The double-bass is bigger still and is the lowest of them all.
2) plucked strings

There are also plucked strings, the most famous of which would probably be the guitar. The other plucked strings are: bass guitar, mandoline, banjo, lute, zither

II. WOODWIND FAMILY

Traditionally these instruments were always made of wood, although some of them are now made of metal or plastic.
1) Flutes (where air is blown across a mouthpiece) and recorders 
Flutes and recorders are still sometimes made of wood, but mostly they are metal.
The piccolo is the smallest and highest instrument in the orchestra. It plays one octave higher than the flute. 
2) Reed instruments

The oboe can play slightly lower than the flute. There is a larger version called the cor anglais (“English horn”). This is a double reeded instrument. The clarinet plays nearly an octave lower than the flute. The bass clarinet plays an octave lower than the clarinet. The bassoon is the lowest.

The saxophone may look like a brass instrument, but it is played like a clarinet and therefore it is a woodwind instrument. It is usually played in bands and jazzgroups.
Bagpipes have double reeds which are inside the mouthpiece (“enclosed reeds”). The clarinet and saxophone have single reeds which are clamped against the opening of the mouthpiece.

III. BRASS FAMILY

A brass instrument is played by blowing through a mouthpiece to change the pitch, or note. With brass instruments, the sound starts at the lips. Their mouthpieces just help your lips buzz. There are also parts of the instrument that change the resonance and thus the pitch, like slides or valves.
Brass instruments: trumpet, french horn, trombone, tuba, euphonium, baritone horn, tenor horn, kornet
IV. PERCUSSION

Instruments which need to be hit or shaken to make a sound.
1) Tuned percussion instruments

-  xylophone, glockenspiel, marimba, vibraphone and timpani
2) Untuned percussion instruments

-  bass drum, side drum (snare drum), woodblocks, bongo drums, tambourine, triangle, maracas, castanets, cymbals, tambourine, claves
