SEPTEMBER 11, 2001 (9/11)
World Trade Center and the Pentagon and the attempted attack that resulted in the plane crash in Pennsylvania.The suicide attacks began when a passenger jetliner, hijacked en route from Boston to Los Angeles, slammed into New York’s World Trade Center at 8:45 a.m. About 18 minutes after the first crash, a second plane—United Airlines flight 175, also originating in Boston and bound for Los Angeles, with 92 crew and passengers—struck the south tower. The action was so well executed that authorities concluded that the hijackers had their own pilot aboard. Plumes of smoke filled the skyline of lower Manhattan as other terror attacks were underway. American Airlines flight 77, bound for Los Angeles from Washington, D.C. with 64 people aboard, was hijacked by men wielding knives and box cutters shortly after its takeoff at 8:21 a.m.. Veering off course, the passenger plane took aim at the Pentagon just 25 miles away, crashing into the western facade at 9:45 a.m. Meanwhile, in New York, bedlam had gripped the financial district around the World Trade Center (also the target of a 1993 terrorist bomb, which exploded in the basement killing six). Thousands of people fled the buildings and surrounding area. Others who had not yet escaped the building, were helping the injured, or were simply riveted by what they saw fell victim to another tragedy. At about 10: 00 a.m., the 410-foot-tall south tower suddenly began to collapse, one floor collapsing onto the one below. Forty minutes later the second tower collapsed. In the meantime, there were reports of another hijacked airline, United Airlines flight 93, crashing in Somerset County, Pennsylvania, southeast of Pittsburgh. For a time, panic set in, marked by incorrect reports of bombings at the U.S. Capitol, as well as the State Department. The White House was evacuated. The U.S.-Mexico border was closed, and the Federal Aviation Administration grounded all U.S. commercial airline flights. International flights bound for the United States were hastily diverted to Canada. As a consequence of those attacks, the U.S. government initiated a war against terrorism and its sponsors, targeting Osama bin Laden, a Saudi-born anti-Western, Islamic militant residing in Afghanistan, and his al Qaeda organization. Al Qaeda (Arabic for “the Base”) is an organization based in Afghanistan that has a history of terrorist involvement. Al Qaeda is allied to the Taliban government in Afghanistan. Using the military, law enforcement, diplomacy (including coalition formation), the treasury department, and other instruments of state, the U.S. government undertook a campaign against bin Laden and his al Qaeda group. The U.S. government has taken great pains to state that its efforts are not directed against Islam, but against the terrorism and its sponsors.
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