 The Law of the Salian Franks - Lex Salica

The law of Charlemagne was based on Salic law. As well as the Roman and Greek law it had a great influence on the legal systems of Central European states such as Germany, the Netherlands, France or Belgium. It codified inheritance, theft and murder. It specified fines for different tresspasses. It also says that a man is not protected by the law if he doesn't belong to a family. 

Examples of laws, compensations and fines:

1 . If any one is suppossed to come to the court and does not come, he will pay 600 denars, which make 15 shillings (solidi). 

2. If any one steals a bull which rules the herd and never has been yoked, he shall be sentenced to 1800 denars, which make 45 shillings. 

3. If any freeman steals, outside of the house, something worth 2 denars, he shall be sentenced to 600 denars, which make 15 shillings. 

4. But if he has broken or damaged the lock and thus has entered the house and stolen anything from it, he shall be sentenced, besides the worth of the object and the fines for delay, to 1800 denars, which make 45 shillings. 

5. But those who commit rape shall be compelled to pay 2500 denars, which make 63 shillings. 

6. If any one have assaulted and plundered a freeman, and it be proved on him, he shall be sentenced to 2500 denars, which make 63 shillings. (If a Roman have plundered a Salian Frank, the above law shall be ordered, but if a Frank have plundered a Roman, he shall be sentenced to 35 shillings. 

7. If any one shall have killed a free Frank, or a barbarian living under the Salic law, and it have been proved on him, he shall be sentenced to 8000 denars. 

8. If any man die and leave no sons, if the father and mother survive, they shall inherit. 

9 . If the father and mother do not survive, and he leave brothers or sisters, they shall inherit. 

10. But if there are none, the sisters of the father shall inherit. 

11. But if there are no sisters of the father, the sisters of the mother shall claim the inheritance. 

12.  If there are none of these, the nearest relative on the father's side shall succeed to that inheritance. 

13. But of Salic land no portion of the inheritance shall come to a woman: but the whole inheritance of the land shall come to the male sex. 

