Monasteries – overview

1) Pioneers of monastic life – St. _________________ (East) and St. _______________ (West)

Task: Try to remember a few things about each of these two men. When and where did they live?

2) The Rule of St. Benedict

Task: List 5 things that are emphasized in The Rule.

a) _______________ b) ________________ c) __________________ d) ________________ e) ____________

3) The role of the monastery – There were various ways in which the monasteries „served the community“

Task: Ask a few classmates what the roles of monasteries were.

4) The aim of the monastic life is to completely __________ man’s integrity with ________

According to St. Benedict’s teaching there are three means to accomplish such integrity:

a) Ora (English: ___________)

b) Labora (En: ___________)
c) Lectio Divina (En: ___________)

Ask the people who had presentation on these means to tell you more about them.

5) The Monastery Layout – What rooms and buildings are there in a monastery (a-e)? What is their function and/ or symbolic meaning? Look at the picture and try to find out what 1A-IV are?
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a) ______________ -

b) ______________ -

c) ______________ -

d) ______________ -

e) ______________ -

6) Monasteries within the framework of Feudal system

Read the text „The Term feudal foundation and/ or monastery’s domain“ and draw a brief diagram of how a monastery was implemented into the feudal network.

