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2.1 Process of Christianization in Europe

Introduction:

The first state to adopt Christianity as state religion was Armenia in 301AD. The Roman Empire officialy adopted Christian faith in 380AD, not long before it split in two parts (395) and the fall of the Western Roman Empire in 476AD. After Rome was declared a Christian Empire by Theodosius in 380, laws were passed against pagan practices over the course of the following years. Many of the ancient pagan temples were subsequently defiled, sacked, and destroyed, or converted into Christian sites.

Later Christianization of Early Medieval Germanic states was achieved by several means. Mostly it was a top-to-bottom process. which means that Christian missionaries first aimed at the nobility who after being baptized imposed the faith on the general public. As an example we can look at a voluntary conversion of Clovis I, the first king of the Franks. Some Germanic tribes converted to Arianism (a branch of Christianity that believes ... http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arianism)

Basically we may operate with at least three methods or ways in which Christianity spread:

1) by diffusion, either intentionally by missionary work or, less intentionally, from individual to individual in something we could call cultural mission. This method was operative from the very beginning of Christianity;

2) the “caesaropapistic” spread of Christianity, which was introduced when Constantine the Great in 325 made Christianity the state religion of the Roman Empire. A method that was later operative at several stages, both before and after the Reformation;

3) later came mission by the sword, where conquest was accompanied by forced baptism. Here the wish to spread the Christian faith could be the moving factor or the forced conversion could primarily be intended as a mean to secure conquest.

Missions – Hiberno-Scottish Missions

Led by Irish and Scottish monks which spread Christianity and established monasteries in Great Britain and continental Europe in the Middle Ages. The mission began in 563 with the foundation of Iona by the Irish monk Saint Columba, and was initially concerned with ministering to the Gaels and converting the Picts. Over the next centuries the mission grew in power and influence and spread through Anglo-Saxon England and the Frankish Empire (taken from wikipedia).

Church during the reign of Carolingians

They conquerred or subjugated much of Western Europe. Their power reached its apex under Charlemagne and was symbolized by his coronation as Roman Emperor in Rome in 800. His father Pepin the Short also established relations with papacy. He asked of Pope Zacharias approval for deporting the last of the Merovingian kings to a monastery. He received the requested assent. In return, he helped the Pope against the Lombards and was crowned and anointed Frankish king in 751 at the monastery of St. Denis near Paris. Pepin seemed to say that the Pope has the right to depose monarchs and grant crowns (very important principle for the following centuries). 
Charlemagne

Established churches, monasteries and bishoprics. He was interested in improving the structure of the existing church especially in education of clergymen and common people. But in some areas he was also forced to use power (fire and sword) to bring new territories under his rule. A good example might be the Saxons who often revolted against him. He insisted upon baptism in the newly annexed territories. He divided their land into dioceses and send and encouraged missionaries to come to these people and baptize and instruct them. He was openly criticized for his naked use of sword by Alcuin. In the next period the Saxons became strong defenders of Christian faith.
