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More about towns:
Town life was distinct from country life; the two were separate, though interdependent, worlds. There were many manifestations of rural life in the city: gardens, herds of livestock, even farms within the city walls. Yet townsmen saw themselves as distinct from country folk, and country folk viewed the cities with suspicion and envy. 

PATRICIANS The urban nobility of the Middle Ages were often called the "patriciate." You should not confuse this term with the same word as it applies to the Romans. Both refer to an urban noble class, but I don't want you thinking Romans here. Initially very much separate from the merchant class, medieval patricians in the later middle ages did marry merchants and the two groups mingled somewhat. Having a title was still the pinnacle of the social ladder in a city, so merchants were highly motivated to arrange a match with someone in the nobility.
Political power Most of those on the city council were from the patriciate. In many cities, the council was legally restricted to the nobly-born, who also served as diplomats and ambassadors on behalf of their city. These people also possessed a lot of social power. They dictated fashion and conduct. They often formed clubs: those who belonged were in the patriciate; those who didn't, weren't. They were very much the minority: 2 or 3 percent. 
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CITIZENSHIP Those who were citizens formed perhaps half the population, though sometimes they were as little as 10 or 15 percent. The citizenry were the skilled tradesmen and the merchants, the economic lifeblood of the city. They normally formed into guilds, so that guild membership and citizenship went hand in hand. The citizens annually swore an oath of loyalty to the city. They fulfilled civic duties: fire brigades, street patrol, manned the walls, city militia. Only citizens were privileged to pay taxes. The citizens were the real caretakers of the city's prestige and reputation, ethics and the common weal. 
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OUTSIDERS Among those were usually were not citizens were the clergy. Though they were still privileged and prestigious members of the community. The nobility were sometimes allowed to be citizens, sometimes were required (in Italy) to be citizens, and sometimes were forbidden citizenship. Others who were not allowed to be citizens were the Jews. They were tolerated usually, persecuted sometimes, but the Jewish communities often fulfilled necessary functions. And then there were the unehrliche Leute, the people without honor. These included the hangman, gravediggers, and prostitutes. These were all recognized and legitimate professions, but they were socially repugnant and these people were never allowed to be citizens.
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PERSONAL FREEDOM Personal freedom was vitally important to anyone who lived in a town and was widely regarded as an essential element of town life. A townsman had to be free from the obligations that bound a peasant, and must be free also from the arbitrary taxation to which a peasant was subject. A merchant, moreover, must be free to move from place to place, while a villein had no right to leave his lord's land.
CIVIC FREEDOM The city itself, as a corporation, had freedom too. The city flourished best when free from feudal lords, though some cities were ruled by bishops or barons. Even so, cities needed to manage their own legal affairs and their own fiscal affairs.

The political history of many cities in the 1100s and 1200s is dominated by their struggles with their feudal overlords, bishop or baron. The final product was often a charter of liberties that spelled out the exemptions and rights the city, and its citizens, would enjoy.
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WINNING FREEDOM Cities often bought their freedom by paying their lord for a charter of liberties. Later, as the profits of urban centers became apparent, lords encouraged the founding of cities by granting privileges to some settlement whose growth he hoped to encourage. Character of the charters The charter usually stipulated that everyone living in the town would be free. A widespread custom was that anyone who lived in the town for a year and a day would become free. The Germans had a saying: Stadtluft macht frei: "city air makes one free".

