1.1.4
Charlemagne, the First Medieval Emperor
Charlemagne, Charles the Great or Carolus Magnus. Behind all these names, we can find the same person. Medieval ruler from of Carolognian dynasty, Frankish king and Roman Emperor. The house of Carolignians is connected with the title of „majordomo“ – mayor of the palace or king’s official. A majordomo was a high clerk who was responsible for making important decisions and held real power, meanwhile the kings played only the role of ceremonial figure. Pipin III., father of Charlemagne took the crown of the Merovingian kings and established the line of Carolingians. His son Charlemagne possessed even greater power and occupied or annexed large territories. His empire incorporated much of what is now called Western and Central Europe and thus united Europe for the first time since the Roman Empire. He fought the Saracenes, Saxon and Slavs whom he forced to pay him a tribute and removed Lombards from power in Italy. His name is associated with the Carolingian Renaissance, the era of cultural, religious and artistic revival. In 800 he was crowned Emperor by Pope Leo III. as a rival of the Byzantine Emperor. 

Vocabulary: ruler, house of Carolingians, majordomo, to be responsible for, to annex, to incorporate, a tribute, to be associated with
For more info go to: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charlemagne or read Einhard’s account of Charlemagne’s life here: http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/basis/einhard.html
1.1.5
Carolingian Renaissance, Carolingian minuscule and Other Reforms

Charlemagne’s Reforms
Because the area of Frankish Empire had gotten larger and larger it required of the ruler to implement certain reforms to improve operation of state administration. Charlemagne occupied himself with this matter with unique attention. He divided the land into counties, governed by counts, who were appointed by the kings from among his close fellows. They were commited to the king under the feudal pledge of loyalty and military service. Their power was limited to certain areas which excluded large areas protected with royal immunity or church property. Border areas, on the other hand, required a different system of government. The border lines were constantly under the threat of attack including internal skirmishes. Such areas required constant military presence and so Charlemagne divided these areas into marks governed by margraves or dukes. Their activities were supervised by special royal envoys. To improve the state bureaucracy, Charlemagne struggled to achieve better education for his clerks. He established church and monastic schools so that people could learn to read and write, since the writing skills represented basic knowledge. One of such schools was established at Charlemagne’s court. Alcuin of York was one of the teachers. He stood in the background of the entire cultural and educational revival. Since many ancient scriptures were copied during that period, it is sometimes called „carolignian renaissance“. For more details go to: http://www.historyguide.org/ancient/lecture20b.html
to implement, to occupy oneself with, counties/ counts, marks/ margraves, dukes, to commit to, to exclude, to require, a skirmish, an envoy, to struggle to achieve, to establish
