1.1.3
Frankish Empire and Its Importance in the Early Medieval Europe

The Franks were a group of Germanic peoples that lived along the river Rhine. We can read about them in the works of Roman writers/ historians. They are mentioned as different groups - the Salians, Ripuarians, and Chatti, and they shared the same language and had many similar laws.

Toward the middle of the 3rd century the Franks started to cross the Roman frontier around Mainz. They were driven back by Emperor Probus. In 358, the Salian Franks, were given some lands by the Romans and became Roman allies and provided troops for the imperial army.

The Salian Franks were divided into several groups led by chiefs (reguli). One of these groups, the Merovingians, which took its name from the chief Merovech (Merowen), was very successful. Merovech and his successor, Childeric (d. 481), extended Salian lands to the south. Clovis, Childeric's son, conquered most of Gaul and unified the Franks under the Merovingian dynasty. Clovis also converted to Christianity.He was a brilliant ruler.

A brilliant ruler is often followed by a less important ruler. After Clovis, there was no successor equal to his power. The Merovingian dynasty established by Clovis, rapidly declined. Finances were out of control, the land was divided, and political control was turned over to local administrative officials, the Mayors of the Palace. By the end of the 7th century, the Mayors had been established on hereditary lines. These hereditary mayors were the ancestors of Charles the Great or Charlemagne (in Latin, Carolus Magnus). 
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