2.2
Investiture – Essence, Process, Results and Consequences

2.2.1 What is investiture?

The word investiture is derived from the Latin preposition IN (meaning to or in) and verb VESTIRE (dress or clothe). It is a rather general term for the formal installation of a person into public or church office (bishops or archbishops) by taking its insignia. Talking about the church, the insignia would be: a signet ring, a long staff, a lump of dirt and a white stole-pallium. All of these things symbolized the authority of the person.

(signet ring – rule over a territory, staff – spiritual leadership, lump of dirt – possession of the land, pallium – apostolic succession)

2.2.2.
Investiture Controversy

The most significant conflict between Church and state in the medieval Europe. In the 11th and 12th centuries a series of popes challenged the right of European monarchs to invest bishops and archbishops. The principal conflict began in 1075 between Pope Gregory VII and Henry IV, Holy Roman Emperor. Similar conflict between church and states occurred also in England and France. The controversy was finally resolved by the Concordate of Worms in 1122.

2.2.3. Course of the Controversy (Holy Roman Empire)

The principal and also most known conflict has its roots before 1075 during the papacy of Leo IX and Alexander II. They tried to free papacy from the control of secular lords. Their successor, Gregory VII, immediately after his election, expressed his opinions in the Dictatus Papae, which defined the Papal position:

· the Roman Church was founded by God

· the Roman Pontiff alone deserves the title „universal“

· he alone can depose and reinstate bishops

· he alone may use the imperial insignia

· he can depose emperors

· he may transfer bishops from one place to another

· he may divide rich bishoprics and unite the poor ones

· no synod can be called general w/o his authorization

· a sentence passed by him cannot be reversed by anyone except himself

· he may be judged by no one

· the Roman Church has never erred...nor will it err in all eternity

· etc...

He compelled the archbishops to come to Rome to receive the pallium as the mark of their office. He strove to keep all the bishops dependent on the Pope and was against the appointment and investiture by lay princess.

He tried to eradicate simony, clerical marriage and concubinage. His most famous struggle was with Henry IV., the Holy Roman Emperor. Its focus was the struggle for investiture. In Germany, during the reign of Otto the Great, bishops and archbishops became rich and powerful lords. To control them, the monarchs insisted upon the right to appoint them and invest them. Thus the bishops were required to swear fealty to him (be loyal to him). According to the church reformers this diverted the bishops from their spiritual tasks.

In January 1076, at the assembly in Worms, Henry IV and the German and northern Italian bishops renounced their obedience to the pope and called on him to abdicate. As a result, Gregory deposed the king and excommunicated him and the bishops in February 1076. Despite a reconciliation in January 1077 at Canossa, where Henry appeared as a penitent sinner seeking the pope’s forgiveness, tensions continued, and Henry was deposed and excommunicated again in 1080.

2.2.4
Effects and Consequences

The Church was now under the control of a professional elite and had established the principle that non-professionals shouldn't have any say in how the Church ran its affairs. When the Protestants rebelled against the Catholic Church four hundred years later, one of the things that they demanded was that lay people should have a big role in running the Church.

Holy Roman Empire

In Germany, the authority of the emperors had been damaged to the point that the region didn't develop a national government until 1870 with a war against France.

