UNDER THE AUSPICES OF CHURCH
Medieval education was often conducted by the Church. During the 800s, French ruler Charlemagne realized his empire needed educated people if it was to survive, and he turned to the Catholic Church as the source of such education. His decree commanded that every cathedral and monastery was to establish a school to provide a free education to every boy who had the intelligence and the perseverance to follow a demanding course of study.

INTERESTING CURRICULUMS
Grammar, rhetoric, logic, Latin, astronomy, philosophy and mathematics formed the core of most curriculums. During the Dark Ages, the only natural science learned came from popular encyclopedias based on ancient writings of Pliny and other Roman sources. The medieval student might learn that hyenas can change their sex at will and that an elephant's only fear is of dragons. Students learned more when they went out into the countryside to talk with trappers, hunters, furriers and poachers, who spent their time observing wildlife.

SITTING ON THE FLOOR
Medieval students often sat together on the floor, scrawling notes from lessons using a bone or ivory stylus on wooden tablets coated with green or black wax. Knights were also educated and looked down upon if they could not read and write. Girls were virtually ignored when it came to education. Only daughters of the very rich and powerful were allowed to attend select courses.

UNIVERSITIES FOR CHILDREN
At 14 or 15, some scholars would continue education at a university. These were a creation of the Middle Ages and could be found in larger European cities. Wars and invasions often stopped studies, but these universities would show again during the later Middle Ages and the Renaissance. The cap and gown that college graduates wear today have their roots in medieval academic garments.

USEFUL EDUCATION
A new kind of school teaching vernacular literature and commercial mathematics and bookkeeping skills appeared in Italy in the second half of the 13th century. These schools taught little or no Latin, but did teach popular vernacular texts, often stories illustrating the benefits of Christianity and the terrible consequences of sin. The commercial mathematics (called abbaco) and bookkeeping skills were quite complex. The vernacular schools educated boys who would become merchants or otherwise enter the commercial world. Outside Italy vernacular schools did not teach the sophisticated commercial mathematics and bookkeeping skills of Italian vernacular schools until much later. These modest vernacular schools marked a new departure in European education because they educated boys for secular nonprofessional and nonuniversity careers. They marked the beginning of a separation between Latin humanistic education for the elite, university-bound student and a practically oriented education for the rest who would enter the world of work. This division lasted through World War II (1939–1945) and is still found in Europe in some measure.
DISCIPLINE AND FINANCIAL PROBLEMS
It is not surprising that discipline was often a problem or that there were conflicts with the inhabitants of towns. Students were sent to university at a much younger age than now - boys at thirteen or fourteen. Girls did not attend. Nor will it be a surprise to modern undergraduates that one of the chief problems of medieval students was money. They were drawn from all walks of life, but perhaps mainly from among the poorer families of knights, or from among townspeople who were ambitious for their children. They were always without money, and their letters beg piteously for more money from home to pay fees, to buy books of course.
