John Wycliffe (1320/1330-1384)

The first hand-written English language Bible manuscripts were produced in 1380's AD by John Wycliffe, an Oxford professor, scholar, and theologian. Wycliffe, (also spelled “Wycliff” & “Wyclif”), was well-known throughout Europe for his opposition to the teaching of the organized Church, which he believed to be contrary to the Bible. With the help of his followers, called the Lollards, and his assistant Purvey, and many other faithful scribes, Wycliffe produced dozens of English language manuscript copies of the scriptures. They were translated out of the Latin Vulgate, which was the only source text available to Wycliffe. The Pope was so infuriated by his teachings and his translation of the Bible into English, that 44 years after Wycliffe had died, he ordered the bones to be dug-up, crushed, and scattered in the river!
John Huss (1369?-1415)
One of Wycliffe’s followers, John Hus, actively promoted Wycliffe’s ideas: that people should be permitted to read the Bible in their own language, and they should oppose the tyranny of the Roman church that threatened anyone possessing a non-Latin Bible with execution. Hus was burned at the stake in 1415, with Wycliffe’s manuscript Bibles used as kindling for the fire. The last words of John Hus were that, “in 100 years, God will raise up a man whose calls for reform cannot be suppressed.” Almost exactly 100 years later, in 1517, Martin Luther nailed his famous 95 Theses of Contention (a list of 95 issues of heretical theology and crimes of the Roman Catholic Church) into the church door at Wittenberg. The prophecy of Hus had come true!

Desiderius Erasmus - The Praise of Folly (excerpt)

„. . . Next to the theologians in happiness are those who commonly call themselves the religious and monks. Both are completely wrong, since most of them stay as far away from religion as possible, and no people are seen more often in public. They are so hated that it is considered bad luck if one crosses your path, and yet they are highly pleased with themselves. They cannot read, and so they consider it the height of piety to have no contact with literature.... Most of them make their living by whining for food from door to door. . . . These kind fellows simply explain that by their very filth, ignorance, rudeness, and arrogance they enact the lives of the apostles for us. It is amusing to see how they do everything by rule, almost mathematically. Any slip is sacrilege. Each shoe string must have so many knots and must be of a certain color. . . . They even condemn each other, these professors of apostolic charity, making an extraordinary stir if a frock is belted incorrectly or if its color is a shade too dark. . . . The monks of certain orders keep off in horror from money, as if it were poison, but not from wine or women. They take extreme pains, not in order to be like Christ, but to be unlike each other. Most of them consider one heaven an inadequate reward for their devotion to ceremony and traditional details. They forget that Christ will condemn all of this and will call for a reckoning of that which He has prescribed, namely, charity.“
Rodrigo Borgia
Rodrigo Borgia (Borja) is the most controversial of the Popes of the Renaissance. His surname became a nickname for low standards in the papacy of that era. More interested in wealth and power than in theology or spirituality, he was in reality a secular and not a religious leader. He was appointed by Calixtus (a relative on his mother’s side) to the College of Cardinals at the age of 26. By his 40's he was one of the richest Cardinals in a College that contained Europe's wealthiest men and so in 1492 he literally bought the papacy. He was renowned for his mistresses but also for his patronage of the arts. He had those he saw as enemies poisoned. The political power of the papacy had declined. Most of Alexander's efforts aimed to restore this but also to protect the remaining papal territories from external threat. The office he held should have given the Catholic world spiritual leadership; instead, he used it to promote his family's interests and to show kings that earthly treasure is to be accumulated and enjoyed. Perhaps one of the immediate legacies of this pope's papacy was the Protestant reformation, instigated in 1517 by Martin Luther for whom the wealth of the church and the conduct of its leaders was immoral.
