Chapter 1.1
Creation of Early Medieval State Formations
The topics covered in this chapter are:
· Situation in Europe after the Fall of the Roman Empire
· Formation of the Barbarian States
· Frankish Empire and Its Importance in the Early Medieval Europe, Lex Salica
· Charlemagne, the First Medieval Emperor
· Carolingian Renaissance, Carolingian minuscule and Other Reforms
After studying this topic the students should be able to:
· describe the situation in Europe after 476
· charecterize individual „barbarian states“
· understand the changes in administration, culture and education in the Frankish empire
· explain the importance of Charlemagne concerning politics and church affairs, understand 
why unified writing system and administrative reforms of Charlemagne were so important
1.1.1

Situation after the fall of the Roman Empire in 476AD
In 476 the last Roman Emperor Romulus Augustulus was deposed by Odoaker, the commander of Germanic army. This act itself didn’t mean much at all, but it later became a symbol for the fall of the empire. The empire had widely influenced the people within its borders and even beyond, its state administration, building of infrustructure, trade, art and literature had set deep roots on the European soil. After the fall of the Roman Empire, during the 6th and 7th centuries, so-called „barbarian states“ were formed among which we can name the Visigoth kingdom in today’s Spain, the Vandal kingdom in North Africa or the Ostrogoth and later Langobard Kingdom in Italy. This period meant for most parts of Europe „dark ages“. The Roman tradition continued in the Byzantine Empire and partly in the Ostrogoth and Lombardian kingdoms.
Vocabulary: to be deposed by, a commander, within/ beyond, to set roots, soil, to mean (meant)
1.1.2

Formation of the Barbarian States
The Lombards were of Germanic origin with their roots in the Northern part of Europe. During the migration period they moved south and settled by the river Danube and from there invaded Byzantine Italy and established their kingdom until defeated by Charlemagne in 774. Famous for its Iron Crown with which the kings of Lombardy were crowned. According to tradition it was forged out of one of the nails used at crucifixion of Christ – given to emperor Constantin by his mother Helena who found the cross.
The Ostrogoths were a tribe of Germanic origin like the Lombards and they established their kingdom in Italy. Their kingdom didn’t last long, only some 50 years and were finally defeated by the Byzantines. Their greatest king was Theodorich the Great. During his reign lived such personalities as Boethius (consul, philosopher, translator or Cassiodorus (statesman and writer). See http://en.wikipedia.org for more details.
The Visigoths. Another Germanic tribe that established an early medieval state were the Visigoths. At first they tried to form their kingdom in Southern France, but were driven away by the Franks. Therefore the Visigoths left for the Pyrenean peninsula and created their second kingdom around the city of Toledo at the beginning of the 5th century AD. After almost 2 centuries its existence was terminated by the Arab raids in 711. 
The Angles and Saxons were another two Germanic tribes. During their occupation of England during the 6th and 7th centuries they gradually pushed the Celts, the original inhabitants of the British Isles, to the north and west. Finally they established 7 little kingdoms that lasted until the arrival of the Normans (Vikings) in the 9th century, under the rule of which England became a unified state.
Vocabulary: origin, roots, to settle, to invade, to establish, to forge sth. out of sth., nails, cricifixion, a tribe, to last, medieval,  to drive away, to terminate, raids, gradually, unified
